
OLVER FLOOR REMARKS ON HOMELAND SECURITY

  
WASHINGTON - Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) delivered the following remarks on the House floor today:

         "Mr. Chairman, 33 months have passed since 9/11. It is time this Congress measured the progress we’ve made in reducing the likelihood of a terrorist attack.        

         "Even though we are spending a lot more money, only a minimal percentage of cargo on passenger flights is screened. We do not require ‘Chemical Plant Vulnerability assessments and security plans.’ We will have 20 percent fewer sky marshals in the air than two years ago. Thirteen million Americans use passenger rail systems each day, yet we have not taken appropriate steps to strengthen rail security. We have only hired two-thirds of the people that the Patriot Act mandated for protecting the Northern Border.  We have invested only one-tenth of what is needed to protect out ports. And our first responders still lack the valuable tools they need to save lives.        

         "The agencies entrusted with protecting our great nation seem to be in bureaucratic chaos. Just a couple of weeks ago, Attorney General John Ashcroft of the Department of Justice surprised the Department of Homeland Security by announcing that a terrorist attack is likely during the next few months. It turned out that they had not communicated with the Department of Homeland Security and, in fact, did not have any particular new evidence for such an assertion. Problems like this keep coming up and they will simply not work themselves out.        

         "It’s time for this body to determine the most critical security needs, based on comprehensive terrorism threat analysis. We must fund those most critical needs properly and put an end to this haphazard, seat-of-the-pants approach to our domestic security policy. Ranking Member David Obey offered an amendment during markup in full committee and he’ll offer it again on the floor today to add $3 billion to specific under funded accounts in this bill. Ranking Member Obey’s amendment will move us part way, but only part way, toward properly funding our homeland security needs. Given what is at stake with this issue, we cannot afford to be funding homeland security on the cheap."         

                    ###

 1 / 1


